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ticle of continuances alone, or rather for the doing of no scrvice whatever. Is it possible that this can be right?
and does it not atford an unanswerable argument 1 favour of the present bill? ‘
As to those services which are peculiar to the chancery court, this house, being perfeflly satisfied from a com.
parison with analogous duties required of the clerks in the other courts, and from a view of the whole subjed,
that the register’s fees are all of them extravagaatly high, it is proposed in the second section of the bill, that
those fres, not specially limitted by the first seétion, should be reduced to one half the present scale, and it s
believed they will still be iett higher in proportion to the trouble thaa those of the other officers already named,
The senate will no doubt observe, that the law which regulates those fees hus become a tempomry'one, de.
pendent on the general continuance att, which is usually passed at the end of every session; there cun be no
impropriety, therefore, in this mode of interterence, for it secems %u have been intended that the legislature
should exercise the discretionary power of altering any part of the fee bill whenever such reformation should be
perceived to be netcssary or expedient. The clerks fees in the court of appeals were reduced three years ago
in the manner which hus been stated, and those of the register also would certainly have long since shared the
same fate if the matter had becn duiy uarged, or if the artempt, which has been sometimes thought of, had not
been defeated by going too far, or because of the connexion with other schemes which were found to be imprac.
ticable. But it abuscs, as in this instance, do exist under our laws, particularly such as relate to the public
economy, and tne psrquisites of oflice, which the people are to pay, could there be a time more proper to legis.
late on such a subject than a period iike this, which imposcs so muny sacrifices on every other class of socicty.
We thercfore presumz to return this biil to the senate, and we trust that upon further reflection they will be
pleased to give it their assent. :
And the question was put, That the house agree to the same? The yeas and nays being required, appeured
as follow: '
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So it was resolved in the athrmative.
The following crder was read: ‘
Whereas it is totally irrcconcileable with justice, humanity and sound policy, that the state of Maryland
should permit her veterans in the revoiutionary war to pine away in wint and misery, when her treasury is re.
plete with wealth, flowing frop their excrtions and privations; theretore, in order to ascertain the number of
the survivors, and to make some uniform provision for the same, ORDERED, That the governor and council be
requested to cause the following notification to be published in the diffcrent news-papurs in this state.

The officers and privates in the Maryland line during the revolutionary war, and who are not provided for by
the state, are requested to report themselves by the next general assembly to the governor, in order that some
legislative provision may be made tor them. : ' )

- The house adjourns until to-morrow morning 9 o’clock.

T H U R S D A. Y, December 22, 1808.

THE house met. Present the same members as on yesterday. The proceedings of yesterday were read,
The reso’utions in favour of Young Wilkinson, Michael M+Cun, John Imesan, and the bill to regulate the
fees of the registor of the court of chancery, with the message requesting a reconsideration of the same, were
sent to the senate by the clerk. ‘
OrperED, That the bill for the relief of William H, Smith, of the city of Baltimore, be recommitted.
OrpeReD, That the petition of Richard Dallam be withdrawn, and the committee discharged. o
The bill to prevent the ereétion of chimnies of materials other than brick or stone in the town of Salisbury,
in Some's-t and Worcester counties, was read the second time, passed, and sent to the senate by the clerk.
The bill for the appointment of a bailiff for the orphans court for Baltimore county, was read the second
time, and the question was put, Shall the said biil pass? Determined in the negative. Which bill was sent to
the senate by the clerk. ‘ '
Mr. Bavurd, from the committee, delivers to the speaker a bill, entitled, A lement to an aé, entitled,
An a& for the relief of insolvent debtors; which was read the first time and orderedvto lie on the table.
" Mr. Carroll, from the committee, delivers to the speaker a.bill, entitled, An at to make public-a road in
Montgomery county ; which was read the first and second time by especial order, passed, and sent to the se-
nate by the clerk. ‘
Mr. Wilson, from the committee, delivers to the speaker the following report:




